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Enquiry Report in the complaint petition filed by Shri Sanjeeb Kumar Das,
People For Animal, Member Secretary and Honorary Animal Welfare Officer,
Govt. of India, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar against Veterinary Staff
and Director NandanKanan for death of 5 tiger cubs in Nandankanan
Zoological Park.

As per direction of PCCF(WL) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha dated 7.12.11
the petitioner Sri Sanjib Kumar Das was requested vide this office letter No.8255 dt.
13.12.2011 to attend the enquiry on 16.12.2011 to substantiate the charges levelled
by him. On the enquiry date Sri Das was examined on various issues raised by him
with reference to provisions of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, guidelines of Central
Zoo Authority of India etc. He submitted a written statement dated 16.12.11 for
substantiating charges made by him in the complaint petition. He also produced 6

nos. of news items published in various news paper on different dates.

Perusal of records:

(7) gql,/ L/ 1) Complaint petition of Shri Sanjeeb Kumar Das No. Nil dated 26.11.11.(Copy

( 379

-

as annexure-|)
2) Written Statement of Shri Sanjeeb Kumar Das dated 16.12.11 regarding
basis of his allegation (copy as annexure-l|).
3) Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972.
4) Zoos of India, Legislation, Policy, Guidelines & Strastegies a compilation by
CZA,Govt. of India, MOEF New Delhi
, 5) Office Order no. 15036/F&E dated 14.09.2000 of Govt. of Orissa Forest and
/ Environment regarding constitution of Technical Committee (copy as
Annexure-lll).
6) Other connected relevant records.

History:

Shri Sanjeeb Kumar Das through his complaint petition dated 26.11.11 has
expressed his concern about death of 5 tiger cubs in Nandan Kanan Zoological Park.
He feels that there is laxity on the part of Nandan Kanan Zoo authorities in death of
these 5 tiger cubs. He is of the opinion that Central Zoo authority manual should
have been consulted for delivery of tigress becoming mother first time. He further
feels that tiger experts like Valmiki Thapar, Bleinda Wright etc. Should have been
consulted in this case. He wants the justification of findings of veterinary doctors

about death due to rupture of alimentary canal Shri Das the petitioner has opined

>



that help and suggestion of animal intelligence and experts like senior Police Officer
Shri B.K.Sharma IPS has not been sought till now. In his petition Shri Das has
further stated that what are other parallel processes needed to be followed to feed
these cubs have not been made public creating confusion and doubt among the

public.

Shri Sanjeeb Kumar Das has thus concluded in his petition that veterinary
staff and Director Nandan Kanan are responsible for killing of 5 tiger cubs including

one white cub.
Findings:

The management of Zoos in India is being governed by provisions of Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. Thus management of zoo is a statutory requirement under
the law. The Central Zoo Authority which is created under Section-38(A) of Wildlife
Protection Act regulate the functions of zoos as per the provisions of Section-38(C).
Further to discharge its duties under various provisions of the Act, the Central Zoo
Authority keep on issuing executive instructions from time to time for guidance of zoo
Managers. Further based on the advice of Central Committee of Central Zoo
Authority on death of tigers at Nandankanan in the past, Govt. of Orissa, Forest &
Environment Department have constituted a technical Committee vide Office Order
No.15036/F&E dt. 14.9.2000 under the Chairmanship of Dr. S.K. Roy. ex-Prof. &
HoD, Department of medicine, Orissa Veterinary College with 4 other Members to
technically advise the Zoo Authority on health care and related technical matters.

-

Thus the Director of Zoo is bound to follow the provisions of Act, advices of
technical Committee, executive instructions of Central Zoo Authority of India for
managing various wildlife in the zoo. There is hardly any scope at the level of
Director of Zoo to utilize his personal wisdom for welfare of the animals in the zoo.
The contention of the petitioner Sri Das that experts like Balmik Thapar and Ms
Bilinda Wright should have been consulted in the case of death of 5 tiger cubs in
Nandankanan Zoo is not justified. Firstly Sri Balmik Thapar and Ms Bilinda Wright
have no direct association with tigers to know its biology and behavior. Secondly Sri
Balmik Thapar has founded the Ranthambar Foundation, a NGO in Rajasthan for

protection of tigers and its habitat through eco-development activities in Ranthmbore
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Tiger Reserve. So he is expert for eco-development activities than on tiger's
behaviour and biology. Similarly Ms Bilinda Wright is associated with wildlife crime.
There is no scope for her to study the biology and behaviour of tigers. Thus

allegation of Sri Das is not relevant in this case.

The Postmortem reports submitted by Director, Nandankanan vide SI.
No.33/34 dt. 18.11.11 and S| No0.35,36 & 37 dt. 18.11.11 were examined (copy
enclosed as Annexure-IV & V). The first report vide SI. No.33/34 dt. 18.11.11
indicates that two cubs one male and one female both normal color borne to tigress
“Priyanka” on 16.11.11 died due to abdominal and intestine rupture. Similarly as
indicated from prostmortem report vide SI. No.35,36 and 37 dt. 18.11.11 that three
tiger cubs; one white tiger cub male and normal coloured tiger both animal borne to
tigress “Priyanka” on 16.11.11 died due to empty stomach associated with
dehydration. In this reference, the report of technical committee which had a
emergency meeting on 16.11.11 taken note of the birth of 5 tiger cubs to normal
colour tigress “Priyanka” in Enclosure No.32 C on 16.11.11. The committee guided
that the mother and the new born should not be disturbed by any means and the
mother should be allowed to rear the cubs of its own. The committee further guided
that only the animal keeper and the zoo vets will observe the mother with cubs at

intervals without causing any disturbance.

Thus the action of Director, Nandankanan and his veterinary team are
justified. The remarks of petitioner Sri S.K. Das does not hold good in this case. As
per advice of Technical committee and keeping in view the behavior of mother
tigress who does not accept its~cubs if handled by human being, action of Director, =
Nandankanan seems to be justified. Further as the mother is allowed to rear its cubs
in isolation, so there is no necessity of highlighting the process to publish each day.
Thus Veterinary staff and Director, Nandankanan have acted under the provisions of
Wildlife (Protection) Act,1972 and the guidelines of C.Z.A. So they are not found
responsible for killing of 5 royal Bengal tiger cubs including one white tiger cub.

Regarding utilising the services of Sri B.K. Sharma,IPS, Police Commissioner,
Bhubaneswar, here it is worth mentioning that Sri Sharma is the Commissioner of
Police and it is learnt that during his posting in CBI in Govt. of India he has dealt

successfully the crime relating to tigers at national level. Even in the State as I.G,



Crime he has contributed significantly in detection of elephant poaching cases. Thus
he is an expert in crime detection. His expertise in behaviour of tiger and its biology
are not known. So the Director, Nandankanan is justified in not consulting Shri B.K.
Shrama,IPS in this case as birth of cub and its rearing are not criminal activity. The

allegation of petitioner is not relevant in this case.

Conclusion:

In view of the facts stated in foregoing paras and on’examination of various
documents, the complaint lodge by the petitioner Sri S.K. Das dated 26.11.11 is

found to be without any scientific basis and need to be rejected.

P
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(S.S. Srivastava) e AR N

Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
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To

Chief Wildlife Warden
PCCF Govt. of Odisha

Sub: F.LR. against veterinary staffs and Director Nandankanan to kill
precious national animal 5 cubs including rare white tiger one.

Sir,

I Sri Sanjib Kumar Dag Member secretary of People for Animals want tg bring any
complaint against allege laxicity on the part of Nandankanan Zoo authority which
resulted in death of 5 tiger cubs in most unfortunate situation.

That when the number of tigers is dwindling and us being schedule-1 animal and in
fact national animal in our country.

That seems the need to abide to me national zoo authority manual in case of
maiden mother is seems to be over looked here.

That the expertise tiger experts like Balmic Thapar, Belinda weight and others
were not sorted in this case.

That the rupture of alimentary canal and refusal of mother to feed the cubs as has

been shown as primary cause for the death of these cubs, but the cause of rupture

in case of a non-feeded cub need to be justified. _
That when officers mastered in animal intelligence and behavior is available in the

Commissionerate Police where Senior Police Officer B.K. Shrama IPS is himself is

the Commissioner why his help and suggestion were not sorted till now.

That what are the other or parallel processes need to be followed to feed these cubs
have not made been public which creates the air of confusion and doubts.

That veterinary staffs and Director Nandankanan is held responsible for killing 5
cubs Royal Bengal Tiger including white one cub tiger.

I therefore request your kind office to register the complain and necessary action
against all these officials involved in this case may be initiated.
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Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

gg‘cmj b Vimoy DAS

Sanjib Kumar Das 24 [ J I

People for Animals

Member Secretary

Honorary Animal Welfare Officer, Govt. of India

Cell- OAQYIE] 6 00ER

Enclose :

I. A copy of the manual published by Zoo Authorities of India regarding case and
after care in case of animal breeding is attached here.

CC 1. Commissioner-cum-Secretary (Forest and Environment), Govt. of Odisha.

Chief functionary, PETA INDIA, Mumbai.
Secretary, Animal Board of India, Chennai.

Jayanti Natrajan, Minister Environment Forest.

Member Secretary, Central Zoo Authority New Delhi, India.

Chief F unctuary, NTCE,

Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister, Chairman Tiger Committee.
Navin Pattanaik, Chief Minister of Odisha.

Smt. Maneka Gandhi, Chair Person, People for Animals, New Delhi.
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To

Sri S.S. Srivastava, IFS,
Chief Cnservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Bhubaneswar — 12

My allegations are based on very information received from media including
electronic media daily news papers and my personal information and experience

based on spot visit.

-
s
- -

1 Paper cutting daily news paper Samaj, Sambad leading odia paper of this
state.
2 Producing 5 cubs in use of tigress is very unusual so such unusual case

needs special attention to save the cubs from death which as net been
taken due care of.

3. The post mortem report of tiger cubs says all the cubs where in empty
stomach because the natural mater did not provide milk to the cubs which
resulted death of the cubs. This would have been done by the authorities
and staffs of Nandan Kanan substituting artificial (milk) feeding of milk to
the before death of the cubs. This would have been done by the
authorities and staffs of Nandan Kanan substituting artificial (milk) feeding
of milk to the before death of the cubs.

4. The Deputy Director says as per media information that the cubs died due
to excessive cold this situation can be avoided if artificial warming of new

&& LoNe MY pom cubs could be provided by the authorities of Nandankanan. These
¢ \,@\ PR are the serious lapses of duties by the authorities of Nanandankanan for
L (.,\Y!K\b Veo® Wthh the public properties specially the tiger cubs of the animal world
5 b\ \\ were perished. The authorities of Nandankanan are solely responsible

At \'c, before the public eye which | brought into the notice PCCF wildlife Odisha.
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5. As it was published in news paper that the animals were died not only due
to lack of food but also due to rupture of their alimentary canal, how
elementary canal got ruptured when there was not food.

6. When many tigers died in past due to various cases, whey tiger expert
were not consulted once in mother tigress got pregnant.

7. It was also by the zoo authorities that these mortality rate NZP is lower
than rest of the country but will they say how many megafauna died in
2011 and what is record of the rest of countries zoos regarding megafauna

- mortality. ) ~ B

8. When we can exchange brought new animals from different past of the
country and of globe then why cannot we afford animals specialist to
attend such cases where we incurred losses due to lack of specialist

doctors for a particular animal.

Sincerely yours

Semib Kumav Das
Sanjib Kumar Das /%] ’LJ 201]
People for Animals, Member Secretary
Hononary Animal Welfare Officer, Govt. of India
95, Phase - II, Kanan Vihar, At/Po — Patia J}\ y ] Jn St Ko s l}_
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